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WELCOME TO THE MARSH MATTERS NEWSLETTER, A MONTHLY PUBLICATION TO KEEP OUR
VALUED MEMBERS, VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS IN THE LOOP ABOUT THE HAPPENINGS OF THE WYE MARSH!

A group of Trumpeter Swans is called a bevy,
and in flight a group is called a wedge.
These colder months are when you are most
likely to see a bevy of Trumpeter Swans
congregated at a source of unfrozen, open
. water. The freezing of their regular waterways
brings these beautiful birds together so that
they can continue to dine on the underwater
| vegetation. While the water may be freezing,

you need not worry about the Trumpeter
Swans—they have a nice thick layer of down
to keep them warm in frigid temperatures!

Some other groupings of wetlands animals:
A group of otters is called a romp

A group of beavers is called a colony

A group of frogs is called an army

A group of turtles is called a bale

A group of chickadees is called a banditry
A group of owls is called a parliament
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Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre, including

the trail system, Visitor Centre, and Birds

m of Prey Field are temporarily closed to
aid in stopping the spread of COVID-19.

For more information, please click here.



https://www.wyemarsh.com/covid-19-updates
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ON THE WILD SIDE: &

The handsome face to the left belongs to Marley,
the Rough-legged Hawk. Wye Marsh welcomed
Marley this month as the newest resident to Wye
Marsh. He is a young male, and was injured in that
was likely his first migration. Marley was rescued
and rehabilitated, however due to his injuries he
had to have a partial wing amputation meaning he
cannot be released to the wild. Marley is a welcome
addition to the Birds of Prey Field where he will
help educate visitors and students about hawks and
their habitat, migration, and the importance of
respecting wildlife.

We welcome spring this month, with the Spring
Equinox taking place on March 20, 2021. While the
waterways of the marsh are beginning to thaw,
Trumpeter Swans are still congregating at Swan
Landing for now. As things warm, they will
disburse to breeding grounds and we will begin to
see some more activity around the trails and in the
skies of the marsh. Along with an abundance of
rabbits and other small critters, a handful of
turkeys have been spotted on a few occasions in the
parking lot - perhaps trying to aid in the
construction efforts?
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It’s the sweetest time of the year - and time to harvest the
sweetest crop of the year—MAPLE EASON!

As sugar maples (Acer saccharum) grow they accumulate
starch, which converts into sugar and mixes with the water
absorbed through the tree roots. In the spring the
temperature fluctuations from above 0°C during the day to
below-freezing nights creates pressure changes in the tree.
A positive pressure is created during the warmer days
causing the sap to flow when the tree is tapped. The daily
cycle is repeated for roughly 6 weeks in early spring.

During the height of the sugaring season sap contains
between 2% and 5% sugar and drops off to 1% near the end
of the season.

By the time the sap goes through the evaporation process to
thicken and make it sweeter, it takes 40L of sap to make 1L
of maple syrup!



